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North Santiam School District is located in the Mid-Willamette Valley, approximately 15 
miles east of Salem. There are five (5) public schools located within the District’s 
boundaries, which include: Stayton High School (9-12), Mari-Linn School (K-8), Sub-
limity School (K-8), Stayton Intermediate/Middle School (4-8), and Stayton Elementary 
School (K-3).   

While early literacy is a focus for the district, the high school programs and the transi-
tion from Stayton High School (SHS) into the world of college or work is also a high pri-
ority.  During 2014-15, SHS expanded its offering of “Dual Credit” classes (classes that 
count towards a diploma and are also recognized by colleges as “for credit”) from ap-
proximately 20 hours available to over 70.   The District is also emphasizing the transi-
tion from middle school into the high school, so that students are engaged at an early 
age as to what their college or career path might be, and have clear paths available in 
order to make high school a more meaningful and relevant experience. 



School Board  

 

Each community has representation on the District’s seven (7) member Board of Directors. In 2014-

15, Tass Morrison was the Board Chairman and Laura Wipper was the Vice Chairman.  Other board 

members included: Mike Wagner, Tod Nau, David Kinney, 

Ron Lierman, and Garrett Trott. New board zones were es-

tablished allowing for two “at large” positions and five posi-

tions based on school boundary lines and population.   

The Board gave Emery & Sons Construction the highly re-

garded Community Partnership Award for 2014 and recog-

nized the achievements of the Stayton High School Dance 

Team, Boys Soccer Team and Skills USA program.  Abran 

Arreola was recognized by the Board as the Statesman Jour-

nal’s Academic All-Star along with Madison Shryock as the 

Stayton Sublimity Chamber of Commerce Future First Citizen.  

Highly Qualified Teachers 
 

The State Report Card noted that 90.6% of NSSD teachers were highly qualified as defined by the 
federal government. A highly qualified teacher must have full certification to teach in the State of Or-
egon, have a bachelor’s degree or higher, and must have demonstrated subject knowledge and 
teaching by passing a rigorous State test in the areas of common core or subject matter (depending 
on the grade level they are teaching). 
 

Bond Activities 

Final bond construction and major updates on facilities were 

completed during the summer and fall of 2014.  This includ-

ed the renovation of the Stayton High School Auditorium, 

the completion of additional classrooms at Sublimity School 

and the construction of a multi-purpose room with two addi-

tional classrooms at Stayton Elementary School.  Improve-

ments at Mari-Linn School were completed in 2013-2014. 

 
Private School and Home School Students 
 

The District continued to provide services to private schools within the District’s boundaries.  A lim-
ited number of Regis High School students attended Stayton High School daily for academic and/or 
co-curricular programs that were not available at the private school.  Additional services provided to 
local private schools included:  Special Education, English as a Second Language (ESL), transpor-
tation and contracted food services.      
 

Approximately 110 students in the District were registered with Willamette Education Service District 
as home schooled in 2014-15. Many of these students accessed supplemental coursework, athlet-
ics, activities, and/or special services from the District. 



District Successes  
 

The Oregon Department of Education released newly designed report cards for Oregon’s K-12 pub-
lic school districts in recent years. One of the goals of the new design was to make the report cards 
more visual, user-friendly, and relevant, with a much greater focus on student learning and growth. 
 

The District report card demonstrates that NSSD schools and students are achieving at high lev-
els.  In the spring of 2015 Smarter Balanced Assessments, based on Common Core State Stand-
ards, were implemented.  Data from previous years that normally was included on the report card 
was removed due to this new assessment. District results continued to be reported for grades 3-4-5, 
6-7-8 and high school.  Each grade is rated in reading, math, and science.  Additionally graduation 
rate, completion rate and dropout rates make 13 scored areas in all.  Of these 13 areas NSSD out-
performed the “like” school averages (schools with similar demographics and population) in nine (9) 
of these areas.    This high level of achievement was accomplished through the use of the Districts 
comprehensive goal setting process, collaboration by teachers and principals using professional 
learning communities, high quality classroom instruction and the efforts of students. 
 

Academic Progress 
 

Starting in grade 3, all students are assessed each year using Oregon Assessment of Knowledge 
and Skills (OAKS) for Science and Smarter Balanced Assessments for Language Arts and 
Math.  The District does not have comparable data in Language Arts and Math since it was the first 
year of reporting using Smarter Balanced Assessment scores, however the District identified math 
as a need for focus.  The District plans to adopt new math curriculum and believes this will help in-
crease the results in this academic area.   Science scores were above the State and “like” school 
averages in grades 3 and 8. 
 

Graduation and Dropout Rates 
 

The Oregon Department of Education tracks students who earn a standard diploma within four and 
five years of entering high school. At NSSD 80.6% of the students who began 9 th grade at Stayton 
High School (SHS) graduated within four years.  The State average was 72% and “like” schools 
were 70.6%. The five year cohort graduation rate for SHS was 87.6%, with the State average at 
82.1% and “like schools” at 83.5%.  Stayton High School also had a dropout rate of 3.0%, while the 
State average was 4.0%. SHS significantly increased graduation rates between 2011 and 2015. 
 

Food Service 
 

The Food Service program is partially 
funded through the federal USDA program 
and is in compliance with the Healthy Hun-
ger Free Kids Act of 2010, offering a wide 
variety of fruits, vegetables, lean meats, 
low and non-fat dairy items and whole 
grains.   Students at all public schools and 
one private school within the NSSD 
boundaries were served meals by Food Service staff as well as students enrolled in the After School 
Program. A Food Service Focus Group was formed in 2014-15 and meets quarterly to review menu 
choices and new options available for students.   



Budget and Finance 
 
The total for the 2014-15 budget was $47,954,491, which included the funds to finish bond projects.  
The 2014-15 fiscal year was a period of continued sustainability for the District.  The funding al-
lowed the District to maintain programs and even establish a small reserve to help with future fund-
ing cuts.  With the support of the Board and Budget Committee, the adopted budget set the District 
up for continued sustainability in the 2015-16 fiscal year.   
 

Funding 

A chart with the different types of 

funds within the budget is shown to 

the right. The General Fund con-

tains basic school support from the 

State with 80% going toward em-

ployee salary and benefits.  The 

Special Resources Fund contains 

dollars from federal, state, and local 

grants and is restricted by goal and 

purpose.  The Debt Service Fund 

supports the bonded debt re-

sources, collection and payment.  

The Capital Projects Fund is re-

stricted to facility capital projects 

and in 2014-15 contained the bal-

ance of bond dollars with $18.6 mil-

lion expended when major projects were completed.  The Internal Services Fund is for unemployment 

services.    

Components of Basic School Funding 

The method used by the Oregon Department of Education to distribute state general fund dollars to 

each public school district in the state is complex.  It is based upon the many types of student pro-

grams required to support a diverse student population.   

 

The terminology used to describe 

the combination of all the various 

types of students and their aver-

age attendance is “ADMw” or 

“Average Daily Membership 

Weighted”.  The table shows the 

total ADMw for the District in 

2014-15. 

 
 

2014-15 Student Population Funding Divisions 

Student Group 
Number of 

Students 
Weighting of               

Students 

Average Daily Membership All Students 2,204.3 2,204.3 

Students in ESL Program  155.0 77.6 

Students in Pregnant & Parenting 2.0 2.0 

Students on an IEP (Special Educ.) 270.0 248.9 

Students in Poverty 362.7 90.7 

Students in Foster Care 28.0 7.0 

Remote Elem. School (Mari-Linn)   24.1 

Total ADMw  2,654.6 
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